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150 word abstract

Communicate: Symwriter is the exciting successor to Writing with Symbols 2000. This word and symbol processor is designed to assist emergent writers, using a keyboard, to see the meaning of the words as they are writing. It is the first program from Widgit to use the ‘smart symbolising’ technology which analyses the grammar of the sentence and chooses the word that best represents that part of speech. People who cannot access a keyboard can write in flexible ways by selecting from grids and buttons. These grids can be easily created in text, text and symbol or symbol formats. 

Suitable for people of all ages, there is no end to the application of this program for a wide range of purposes.

Come to this practical workshop to experience the difference for yourself!

500 word paper for peer review panel

Communicate: Symwriter is the exciting successor to Writing with Symbols 2000 and is packed full of features! It is a powerful tool designed to help people who have difficulty writing text including students who are struggling with literacy and adults with a learning disability. It can also help teachers to develop symbol supported literature. Suitable for people of all ages, there is no end to the application of this program for a wide range of purposes. 
For people who are able to use a keyboard, this word and symbol processor is designed to assist emergent writers, to see the meaning of the words as they are writing. 
There are two distinct types of symbol usage:

(a) where the reader relies on the symbols to provide the information, perhaps because they have cognitive difficulties that makes de-coding text difficult, or because they have significant difficulties with the language. In these cases it is not essential to support every one of the text or spoken words, but it is essential that all the key concepts are represented.

(b) where the reader is primarily accessing the information through the text but is supported by symbols to represent either the key concepts or specific vocabulary. For example a student who is learning about electricity, may read the words, be able to build a circuit, but may still be confused between the terms voltage and current. In these cases the symbol can remind the reader of the concept behind the word.

Automatic symbolisation gives immediate feedback and it is the first program from Widgit to use the new “smart symbolising” technology. This enables more accurate symbolisation of text by analysing the grammar of the sentence and choosing the symbol that best represents that part of speech. 

People who cannot access a keyboard can write in flexible ways by selecting from grids and buttons. These grids can be easily created in text, text and symbol or symbol formats. This means that SymWriter can support those who cannot write text but that can write using symbols, and text writers with a limited vocabulary. Choosing a grid with either a mouse, touchscreen or a switch means everyone can be engaged in the writing process.
Speech feedback can be used to speak individual letters, words and sentences as they are created, or to hear whole documents read back. The pictorial spell checker and symbol viewer helps users understand the meaning of selected words by illustrating them with symbols, whether or not you are using symbols in the finished document.

Symwriter comes with over 8,000 Widgit Literacy Symbols, and it is now possible to drop pictures and your own personal photos onto the page and to have as a background in buttons and grids using the symbol browser. Clipart, symbols, or imported images can be easily dropped onto the page to add further visual support (1,500 clip art and photographs are supplied with the program.)
Come to this practical workshop in the Hands-On Laptop Lab to experience the difference for yourself!

