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Short Abstract – 150 words

Nursery Rhymes to Sing, See and Sign are free web-based resources for 14 favourite nursery rhymes designed to enhance communication for ALL young children, particularly those with communication difficulties. 

The resources available include a Makaton key word sign poster and a picture song board using Picture Communication Symbols for 14 Nursery Rhymes. A song lyrics sheet highlighting the key signs is also available for each song.

This workshop will outline the project completed by Scope in collaboration with hey dee ho music. A series of free workshops were run in 2008 and evaluation data will be presented. Come along and find out about this free resource and have some fun learning to Sing, See and Sign!

500 word abstract / paper

Young children with communication difficulties are at risk of exclusion and reduced opportunities to participate in early educational environments and activities, due to limited access to communication aids and strategies that can support their communication and language development.

Strategies such as key word sign and gesture and picture-based language is often recommended by speech pathologists and educational specialists to support the communication and language development of children with communication difficulties.

Speech Pathologists from the Communication Resource Centre – Scope Victoria with funding support from The Jack Brockhoff Foundation, developed some communication aids and materials for children with communication difficulties to use when singing traditional Nursery Rhymes. Hey dee ho music is working in partnership with the Communication Resource Centre - Scope Victoria, to promote the use of these materials and other communication strategies to enhance the inclusion of children with communication difficulties in mainstream early childhood music programs.

Nursery Rhymes to Sing, See and Sign are free web-based resources for 14 favourite nursery rhymes designed to enhance communication for ALL young children, particularly those with communication difficulties. 

The resources available include a Makaton key word sign poster and a picture song board using Picture Communication Symbols for the 14 Nursery Rhymes. A song lyrics sheet highlighting the key signs is also available for each song.

It has a particular focus on communication strategies known to help communication and language development in children with communication difficulties. Difficulties may include delayed speech, speech that is hard to understand, problems with comprehension and difficulties with concentration and engagement. Being unable to communicate and participate in activities impacts on a child’s overall development, well being and quality of life.

Nursery Rhymes to Sing, See and Sign incorporates strategies proven to aid the development of communication skills in children. Based on the use of visual supports, Nursery Rhymes to Sing, See and Sign uses key word sign – Makaton and picture based communication aids using Picture Communication Symbols in a fun and easy way. A song lyrics sheet highlighting the key signs is also available for each song.

Singing Nursery Rhymes is part of a young child’s everyday life. Familiar songs like Nursery Rhymes are easy to remember, easy to sing and easy to use with communication strategies like key word sign and picture based communication aids. Songs and music are a natural way for children to learn basic communication skills such as listening, copying, concentrating and being with others. All these skills form a solid foundation for a child’s development.

This workshop will:

· Enhance your knowledge of everyday communication strategies to support the inclusion and participation of children with communication difficulties in your early childhood setting.

· Introduce you to the new ‘Nursery Rhymes to See, Sing and Sign’ resources designed to support the use of communication strategies when singing 14 well-known and loved traditional nursery rhymes including ‘Hey Diddle Diddle’, ‘Five little ducks’, ‘ The wheels on the bus’ and many more.

· Demonstrate the use of ‘Nursery Rhymes to See, Sing and Sign’ resources in a practical music session by qualified ‘hey dee ho music’ program instructors

Children learning to communicate need to see everybody they communicate with using communication strategies such as signing and use of pictures in everyday activities. When these strategies becomes part of the child’s everyday learning experience, then the best opportunities are provided for the child to develop effective communication skills with a wide range of people in a wide range of situations.

Come along and find out about this free resource and have some fun learning to Sing, See and Sign!







