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Short abstract:  150 words

How do busy professionals keep informed about research and good practice relating to assistive technology in the classroom? 
This presentation will provide participants with an overview of the assistive technology research literature: What does this research literature tell us about the effectiveness of assistive technology in supporting the learning of students with disabilities and learning difficulties? 
Participants will be provided with examples of key research, strategies for locating and accessing research and good practice on the web, and ideas for sharing this information with colleagues. Relevant research journals and books will also be identified and discussed. 

An extensive list of web links and references will be provided to participants.

500 word abstract/paper
The term assistive technology can cover a wide range of technologies. The focus of this presentation will be concerned with digital technologies, technologies relating to both computer hardware and software.

There has a rapid growth of the development of assistive technology over the last 30 years. At the same time the research concerning the use of assistive technology by students with disabilities and learning difficulties has been limited as it has attempted to keep pace with this development. The emerging research does however indicate that assistive technology has the potential to have a positive impact on the learning and educational performance of students in schools (Edyburn, 2007; Abbott, 2007; Okolo & Bouck, 2007).  

To support families, teachers, therapists, and other professionals keep up to date, this presentation will provide an overview of the assistive technology research literature and the implications for the classroom. 

Participants will be provided strategies for locating research and good practice including the identification of key books, publications and journals in the area of assistive technology. An extensive list of web links will also be provided.

To support the collaboration and sharing of research and good practice, the presentation will highlight the use of Web 2.0 tools such as listservs, online forums, discussion groups, social bookmarking, online networking, wikis and blogs. Key web sites will be identified.

It is difficult for the busy professional to keep up to date with research and good practice. This presentation will provide strategies to ensure our practice is always informed by what works.

NB: The presenter has developed two wiki spaces concerned with assistive technology practice and research.
www.gregoconnor.wikispaces.com 
www.anzatresearch.wikispaces.com  
