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When People with a disability dream, we dream of our perfect bodies. Perfect bodies that can swim endlessly in the ocean, run through the sand and smile that perfect smile at the loving partner beside you. When I dream, I dream all that, however I still don’t speak. I sign or gesture in my dreams with perfect flowing movements that everyone can understand. There are no cumbersome machines or awkward boards in my dreams.

From my paper on the “Culture of AAC” I said

“The AAC culture is an identifyable culture, to be aware of, understood and learned.

The language of AAC is part of the language of powerless. Being part of the language of the powerless should not be a worrying factor as the language that would be seen as it is used by the majority of the population. Unfortunately the minority who use the language of power, take the leadership positions in society. 
This paper will explore why the culture of AAC isn’t mentioned in research papers, do we really want to speak more words or are we happy where we are?
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Meredith Allan

We dream. In our dreams we are physically free, no more tangled bodies. However in my dreams, I still cannot talk. The culture of AAC is so embedded in my life, that even in my dreams I sign or gesture to get my message across.

From my paper on the “Culture of AAC”(2005) I said

“The AAC culture is an identifyable culture, to be aware of, understood and learned.

The language of AAC is part of the language of powerless. Being part of the language of the powerless should not be a worrying factor as the language that would be seen as it is used by the majority of the population. Unfortunately the minority who use the language of power, take the leadership positions in society. “

Researchers and others, including myself (1999) compare ourselves with the verbal world. This is a mistake. In the AAC culture, we use a few words to say a lot. We use language effectively and efficiently .(1999) 

I do identify myself as a person who uses AAC (Augmentative and Alternative Communication). As a person who had a voice and lost it, I can say I feel more a part of the AAC world than of the voice world. Firstly I lost my voice at a young age, and secondly when I remember the child who had a voice, I do not like the way I used that voice. I am an adult remembering childhood ways. (2006)

.The AAC community is identifiable to us, we share the same hurts, frustrations and joys. The outside community would lump us in one basket, as disabled, but within the disabled community, we are our own sub group. (2006)

Why don’t Researchers mention our culture in their papers????
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