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Short Abstract -150 words
Alice is a 14 year old girl with quadriplegia, 24 hour medical support and complex communication needs (CCN). Over the past 2 years, Alice has learnt to take ownership of her communication and to talk for herself. She will discuss her use of different augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) strategies, the development of her communication skills and what it means to be a good communication partner.  

Alice will highlight the significance of a camp she attended in 2007 with other AAC users and how this facilitated her goal setting for the future. A testimonial from her parents about how this experience changed Alice will be read.  

Alice’s speech pathologist will present on the progress Alice has made with her communication, the intervention programs used and the usefulness of The Social Networks Inventory (Blackstone and Hunt Berg, 2003).

500 Word abstract/paper 
Successful communication is the key. Alice is a 14 year old girl with quadriplegia and complex communication needs (CCN). She is completing year 8 at Unley High School in South Australia. Over the past 2 years, Alice has learnt to take ownership of her communication and to talk for herself. In her words, “finding my voice has set me free”. 
In this presentation, Alice will talk about her medical needs, her support networks, her communication development and dreams for the future. She will identify some of the many factors that contribute to successful communication. 

Alice will provide an insight into various aspects of her life as a person with a disability. She will discuss her high medical needs that require her to have 24/7 medical support from family and nurses, and how this impacts on her quality of life. 
Alice will talk about her journey with different augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) systems. She will comment on what best helped her to become a good communicator and how her perceptions of her various modes of communication have changed. 
Alice submitted a short article to the AGOSCI In Focus magazine in 2008 about what it means to be a good communication partner. She will elaborate on this and share her perspective on the power of not allowing others to speak for her. 
Camp Yackety Yack in 2007 was Alice’s first opportunity to go “camping like other kids”. Alice will talk about how this experience made a difference to her communication and how she created her dream for the future. A testimonial from her parents about how this experience changed Alice will be read.  

Alice’s speech pathologist will present on the changes she has seen in Alice’s communication ability over the past 2 years. She will report on how Alice was communicating when she first met her (predominantly used gestures, vocalisations and a communication board, relied on communication partners to convey her messages, limited range of communicative functions) and how this has changed (engages in conversations using complete and grammatically correct sentences, initiates topics, gets annoyed when people speak on her behalf). 
Her speech pathologist will report on what she believes has contributed to the changes in Alice’s communication: 

· Familiar communication partners being “on board” to implement  communication strategies and undertake therapy homework tasks
· School Support Officer recognising that familiar communication partners needed to stop communicating for Alice, in order to enable Alice to develop communicative independence and successfully transition from primary school to high school

· Intervention programs including methods to increase her speed of communication, quick access to core words, sentence drills and Alice taking ownership of her communication 

· Alice and her family’s involvement in Camp Yackety Yack. 

The Social Networks Inventory (Blackstone and Hunt Berg, 2003) will be highlighted as an effective tool for determining client needs, setting therapy goals and evaluation. 

References: 

Blackstone, S., & Hunt Berg, M. (2003). Social networks: A communication inventory for individuals with complex communication needs and their communication partners-manual & Inventory Booklet. Monterey, CA: Augmentative Communication, Inc. 
